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lliana Rose celebrates her heritage

through her music
By Erin Richards Stall Wriler

There is something about 2 cowbell that sperks &n almost chemical
raaction in singer, and songwriler lliana Rosa,

“Whensver | hear a cowbell, | go nuats. IS Inmy DRA " sald Rose
"i's music that joirs with your hearibeat and makes you want (o
rmawe,”

Fose, a Miami pative, was born and raised n a Cuban
naighborfvecd and her Cuban influences are clear from her accent fo
her musical slyles,

Her genre of cholce: Cuban jazz, a marmage of muslic, melding
jazz baate and Cuban influencas with har haritags of Spanish lyrics,
Cuban drums and dancesble rlythms,

At the 322 Cafe in Siera Madre, Rose sets up with her band, a
refation of musicans, who on one Salurday night, incheded a
drusniner, guitasiat and violinist.

For Rose, har Culam hertage is now one of har most cefebrated
farms of expression, and an integral par of ber caresr. Her parents,
bath from Cuba, escaped with her grandparents from Fidel Castro’s
regime and settlad in a Cuban neighborhood im Miami.

"I owasn't undil |god a litlle older wunld Bl | would ask my parents
questions and intendew them about Cuba and listen to my
grandparants’ stores of being thrown in jal and working in the
sugarcans plantations,” said Foge

Just sfter & saf break, couples stream onto the dimlby lit dancs floor,
twisling and twiring, swaying in ime with be beal Slanding above
them, Rose coof into the microphane, amms oulstretched, as it she
were conducting her awn hurnen orchesira. Her vocals and body
rivythms templ more dancars oul omo tha floor, "People dancing fo
iy mushc s befter than a standing ovatlon,” sald Rose, laughing,

Rose said her own personal experiance with Cuba transformed
her inbo @ different afist Tt wasnt walil | really 1] mysell axplone the
miusic and cullure that | really felt that connection. Naow | am raally
proud 1o call myself Cuban-American.”

Currenfly a Burbank residenl, Bose plays three 1o Tour limes a
week all over the Southland. Some of her regular spods include the
Crdyssey rastaurant in Granasda H¥s every Wednasday night and
Cafe 322 in Slerra Madre the last Saturday of every month. She also
performs &t many salsa, Latin and other music festivals, throughout
the Southlaswd including the Culves Cily Music Festival and the
Uxnard Salza festival,

Rose has developed a local following, beinging in "tha wsual®
crowd &5 well 35 neweormers with each sal,

Husband and wife Herb and Karin Metssiman cg come out to Cafe
322 from Altadena each month o 566 Rose perform. They have been
coming aul to See beer since January with no plans to stop,

"Bhe is a0 lively, rhythmic and expreseive.” said Kenn Meiselman.
“She usually brings in a lol of people and everyone gels ol and
darneeas ”

Herb Maisalman taps his hand on the table, following the beat
while e Sigs @ glass of red wine a5 hes wile Karin Meselman bobs
her head, watching Rose as she belis out a jazzy Spanish ballad

“She really is great,” adds Herb Meiselman. "We lowe her act and
feeling the rhythm of her music,”
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To Rosa, music was always her calling. She demanded piano
lassons by age 10 and anjoyed playng dassical music. She
earmed a bachelors degree from the Unbdeersity of Miamd,
whara she majored in jazz, and headad west aftar gradustion.

Although she feals the besl when able to play her own
special genre of Cuban jazz, she can play anything from rock
to rap, wilh the akily to sing in sis languages ncluding Walian,
Porhuguese and Hebrew, as well as Engliah and Spanish,

"Il play in your bathroom,” seid Ross, Eughing. *If thers's
someona 1o hear it 'm happy, and if there's someone dancing
ta i, I'm ecstatic *

Aahley Wells, 24, 8 new hostess at Cafe 322, is impressed.
“She's greal. | was blown away,” said Wells, " [ove ber bype of
salsa and Latin rmuséc®

She continuas to play slandards during har performanceas,
bt she alse “sneaks in® her own original work, She hopes 1o
get back into the studic and record another album. Her album,
"Light of the Sun” is awsilable al her Web eila wabsits,
iliEnarase.com, and on iTunes,



